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into retirement; but at a party meeting on 13th
December, under the direction of Mr. Asquith, they
pledged themselves to give Mr. Lloyd George's ad-
ministration a fair trial.

It may be thought that the manner of the change
was ungracious. But as a race we are magnanimous
and not careless of the decencies, and there was
certainly an almost universal conviction that horses
must be swopped however turbulent the stream.
Moreover, a change of leaders in the course of a
long struggle is the usual practice of nations, and the
feeling had grown up that the old acts of political
expertise were not only useless but sinister. The
dapper political expert was as much in the shadow
as the champion faro player in a western American
township which has been visited by a religious
revival. It was no question of political creed. It
was the reaction of the plain man, plunged into a
desperate crisis, against the sleek standards of a
vanished world.

Lastly, there was that in the temperament and
talents of the Prime Minister himself upon which
the nation had begun to look coldly. His great
ability no man could question. But he left on the
ordinary mind the impression that he thought more
of argument than of action. But history will not let
his remarkable services go unacclaiined. In August
1914 he had led the nation in the path of honour
and political wisdom. No man had stated more
eloquently the essential principles for which Britain
fought, or held to them more resolutely. And if his
optimism had at times an unfortunate effect, there
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